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We have so many reasons 

to be really proud of our 

students in 2019.  This has 

been reflected in our 

celebrations of their 

successes in Prize Giving, 

Academy and other 

presentation ceremonies 

towards the end of this final 

term of the year. 

Our Form 4 and Upper 6 students can enjoy an 

extended break before the early January release 

of the examination results.  As I write this, over 

100 Lower 6 students are taking part in our 

Retreat and Leadership Camp at Far and Wide in 

Nyanga.  On their return, they shall start their 

Advanced Level studies until we finish term on 

the 5th December. 

It is a period of reflection for our Form 1 – 3 

students that requires both character and 

maturity, enabling them to learn from their 

mistakes, so that they can improve on their 

examination performances next year. 

We are really excited about the start of next year 

when we will continue to build on the good work 

of 2019.  We are committed to achieving 

excellence in all that we do.  This requires 

dedication, determination, hard work and a 

relentless approach to achieving the very highest 

standards.  We have a team of staff who all want 

the very best for the students.  With parental 

support, we will continue to improve.  We recently 

received the School Evaluation Report from 

Cambridge Assessment International Education.  

Thank you to all parents who responded to the 

questionnaire.  Other groups who responded 

were students and staff.  Whilst there is a 

tremendous amount of data to reflect upon, the 

General Performance Evaluation from Cambridge 

was “Overall, the performance of this school is 

outstanding.”  The Strategic Planning Committee 

will now use the detailed analysis of this 

document to contribute to its Strategic Planning 

that is currently underway. 

We look forward to the opening of the refurbished 

Loyola Music Centre and four new classrooms 

along the old Science Gallery.  Educentre will 

move to a new facility in January.  This space will 

continue to be upgraded throughout 2020. 

By the end of term, all staff and students will have 
attended a series of seminars/discussions 
concerning the arrival of girls into our Lower 6 in 
2020.  We have had a large number of quality 
candidates applying for places at the College next 
year. 

J FARRELLY 

HEADMASTER 
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FROM THE HEAD’S DESK 

L6 Leadership Camp at Far and Wide in Nyanga 
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SGC/HH @ 125 years...  

The Berlin Wall – an historical connection with Saints 

Celebrations were held in Berlin recently to celebrate the fall of the infamous Berlin Wall 30 years ago.  

The Wall, which completely encircled the western half of Berlin, had been erected with great speed by the 

then East German government, commencing in August 1961, to stop people from the communist dominated 

eastern European countries fleeing to western countries through West Berlin.  West Berlin had, since the fall 

of Adolf Hitler in April 1945, been administered first by a Joint Allied Central Commission, and then, from 

1949, by an elected pro-western government as part of a newly established West Germany.  However, and 

this is where the St. George’s connection comes in, Joseph Stalin, the Russian leader, tried in 1948 to force 

his former Allies, America, Britain and France, to withdraw from the western side of Berlin.  Beginning in 

late June 1948, his forces imposed a total blockade on West Berlin’s land 

access routes that resulted in the cutting off of all food, fuel, medicine, and 

power supplies to its over two million inhabitants and it was in the course of 

breaking this blockade that an Old Georgian, Merrick Heath was killed.  To 

counteract the blockade, over the next 11 months, the Allies organized an airlift 

that saw aircraft landing at three minute intervals 

at airfields located inside West Berlin delivering 

essential supplies.  This operation continued day 

and night, through all kinds of weather until May 

1949, when Stalin gave up the blockade as a 

futile exercise, by which time over 1.5 million 

tons of supplies had been delivered.  Very sadly, 

it cost the lives of 78 Allied airmen, including 

that of Merrick Heath and seven members of his crew.  At the time of his 

death on 22 November 1948, he was captain of an Avro Lancastrian air 

tanker which crashed into trees on top of a hill in thick fog.  Their names are 

forever commemorated on a special memorial located on the site of what had 

been Templehof Airport in Berlin.    

A very good all round student at St. George’s and tipped 

as a likely Head Boy in 1942, Merrick Heath, whose 

father was an Old Georgian from the Bulawayo days, 

left school instead in December 1941 at the age of 18 to 

train as a pilot in the Rhodesia Air Training Group.  

Then as a member of 44 Squadron, the Royal Air Force 

Volunteer Reserve, he flew on numerous bombing 

missions over Germany and was awarded the 

Distinguished Flying Cross in February 1945. 

John McCarthy 

SGC Archivist 

Templehof Airlift Memorial 

Cricket 1XI, 1941.  Merrick Heath seated in front of Fr. A. Connell 

Merrick Heath, 1942 


