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It has been a busy four weeks 

at the College. The week 

starting the 26
th
 September, 

saw both our annual Prize 

Giving/Academy and the U6 

Leavers Service and Lunch. 

The Academy was a celebration 

of all student’s achievements at 

the College throughout the 

previous twelve months. The 

guest speaker, Fr Orabotor S.J. 

gave a memorable and 

impassioned speech reminding 

all present of our duty to make a 

difference in society. He 

certainly gave everyone present 

food for thought. We had a 

further opportunity to reflect 

during our U6 Leavers Service. 

It was a day on which the U6 

students became Old 

Georgians, the closing of one 

door and the opening of 

another. 

November is very much a time 
for reflection in the Church’s 
Calendar but is also a time for 
important student examinations. 
We wish all our Public 
Examination candidates all the 
very best and also our junior 
students in Forms One, Two 
and Three, as they complete 
their own examinations this 
month. 

Band of Brothers – the Jesuits who 

built the College 

Current, as well as recent generations of pupils at 

St. George’s have probably never met a Jesuit 

Brother, and may even be unaware that they exist 

within the Jesuit Order, such, sadly, is the 

declining state of clerical vocations in this day and 

age.  Nevertheless, over the course of the history 

of St. George’s, some 30 or more Jesuit Brothers 

have been posted to the school where they have 

played a key role in its development and 

administration… 

(Continued on page 2) 

Use the link below to watch The 2022 Academy Night Video:  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QnbEum27QHrEDwemKxlmUjucQmJ2_KhU/view?usp=share_link 
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Key Dates 

 Form 2 End-Of-Year Exams - 

27/10/2022 to 04/11/2022 

 Form 3 End-Of-Year Exams - 

09/11/2022 to 18/11/2022 

 Form 1 End-Of-Year Exams - 

11/11/2022 to 18/11/2022 

 Form 2 Parent/Teachers Conference - 

10/11/2022 
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Band of Brothers – the Jesuits who built the College 

Current, as well as recent generations of pupils at St. George’s have probably never met a Jesuit Brother, 

and may even be unaware that they exist within the Jesuit Order, such, sadly, is the declining state of 

clerical vocations in this day and age.  Nevertheless, over the course of the history of St. George’s, some 

30 or more Jesuit Brothers have been posted to the school where they have played a 

key role in its development and administration. 

However, given the numbers of Brothers involved, this article will only be able to touch 

on those that really stood out, beginning with Br. John Conway.  At the age of 25, 

together with a special band of Brothers, he was assigned to the College in 1925 to 

help with the construction of the new buildings on Hartmann Hill. A master carpenter 

by trade, he was only supposed to have stayed for a fortnight, but then spent the next 

35 years at the College until his death in 1960.  Such was his contribution to the 

school during that time – i.e. the supervision of every building project, including the 

Beit Hall and Library blocks, the making of altars, chapel benches, refectory tables, 

school desks, etc., in the workshops that he built, 

that the Rector at the time, Fr. Ford, sought a way 

to commemorate him.  The result was the Lady Chapel that used to 

exist adjacent to the refectory.  Since Brother Conway was known to 

have had a special devotion to Our Blessed Lady, this chapel was built 

in part as a tribute to him. 

 The other members of that special team of Brothers were Brother 

Mellon, a stonemason and builder with 20 

years of experience on various missions, 

Brother J. Göll, another master carpenter, 

and Brother M. Schonbrod, an architectural 

draughtsman and skilled metal worker, who 

was also the site foreman.  It was the latter 

who, amongst other creations, made the 

distinctive iron gates that grace the entrance 

to the College swimming pool.  Originally 

crafted for the pool built in 1928 by Br. Conway, they were moved when the 

current pool was constructed in 1969. 

 

Going back to the Bulawayo days, one of the real characters in the Jesuit community was Brother Tom 

Tryers who was posted there in 1911 and was primarily in charge of 

cooking for the Jesuits and the boarders, though he also taught 

some accounting.  Nicknamed ‘Nougat’, he was rumoured to sleep 

in his clothes, given his general dishevelled appearance, and was 

loved by the younger boys not only because he was a great story-

teller, but because he always seemed to carry sweets which he 

doled out at regular intervals.  He was also an exceptional shot and 

was able to provide game meat for the cooking pot when the boys 

went on Cadet camps in the Matopos.   

Br. John Conway 

College building team, 1926. Fr. Leboeuf (Architect, 

white bearded - centre), Br. Conway (right) 

Br. J. Göll 

Br. T. Tryers (right), Fr. D. Brand, 

Matopos Hills 
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Brother Andrew McInally, nicknamed ‘Speedy’ by later 

generations of pupils, also began his Saints attachment in 

Bulawayo as a cook in 1921 and remained there till 

December 1926 when he played a key part in helping move 

the contents of the school from Bulawayo to the new location 

on Hartmann Hill.  Thereafter, having spent more than 25 

years working at missions around the country, he returned in 

1953 to take charge of the College kitchen.  However, a 

stroke in 1962 forced him to retire, but he remained on site 

until his death in 1976 at the age of 80.  During that time he 

took a great interest in the fortunes of the various sports 

teams and spent many contented hours watching them 

perform. Whether his nickname sprang from the fact that he was a redoubtable member of the 1st XI 

Soccer side in his Bulawayo days, or because of his slow but deliberate progress around the College after 

his stroke, is open to conjecture! 

Six other Jesuit Brothers worthy of mention, not only by dint of their combined 80 years plus length of 

service to the College, but also because of their contribution to its well-being, were Brothers Bradley, 

Divers, Connors, Voce, Coyle, and Fitzsimmons.  When Saints relocated to the new 

site in 1927, there were hopes that it would be largely self-sufficient in terms of 

foodstuffs and, to that end, a small farm site was established in the area now occupied 

by the ECD Centre.  Poultry and ducks were kept, in addition to a small herd of 

shorthorn cows that were let out to pasture in Alexandra Park, just 

north of what is now Sandringham Drive.  Mealies and other 

vegetables were also grown on what is now Weaver Field and 

this whole operation was managed by Brother Hugh Bradley.  

Brother John Divers arrived in 1937 and would have been 

particularly busy as an administrator behind the scenes, given the 

austerity measures that existed during World War II and the years immediately after.  

Following his reassignment to St. Aidan’s College in 1952, the then Rector, Fr. 

Rooney, remarked that, while Brother Divers excelled himself in any emergency, his 

real contribution lay in the handling of the ‘101 items that made up his daily round’. 

After arriving in 1949 Brother Lawrence Connors served variously as the Rector’s 

secretary, the Bursar, and the ‘Minister’, but it was as the Choirmaster that he really 

made his name.  In his 29 years at the College his choirs not only performed with 

distinction at Christmas concerts and other important school events, including the 

consecration of the new Chapel in 1973, but went on memorable tours around the 

country and the region in the late 1950s and early 1960s. 

Brother Dennis Voce looked after the College kitchens from 1959 to 

1969, a time of very substantial growth and change in the institution, 

while Brother Francis Fitzsimmons served a total of 15 years between 

1965 and 1990.  He was, de facto, the College bursar and 

accountant.  

Last but not least, Brother Edward Coyle, served both Hartmann 

House and the College between 1963 and 1972.  His duties, like those 

of his Jesuit predecessors, were varied and seemingly endless; in addition, he looked 

1924 Soccer XI – Br. A. McInally (left), Fr. J. Whiteside (right) 

Br. H. Bradley 

Br. J. Divers 

Br. L. Connors, 

Br. D. Voce 
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after tennis and, most notably, introduced Judo, starting with 

Hartmann House in 1964.  Such was the success of this latter 

venture that a number of his beginners went on to achieve 

provincial and national Judo colours. He also managed a tour 

by a College Judo team to South Africa in 1970.  Brother 

‘Ted’ is still alive and living in a Jesuit complex in Glasgow.  

Despite his advanced years, he maintains a close interest in 

the College’s affairs via social media. 

It goes without saying, perhaps, that all of the Jesuit Brothers 
that have served the College gave freely of their skills in what 
was, for some, a lifetime of service to St. George’s - Ad Maiorem Dei Gloriam! 

Br. E. Coyle (centre), with Brothers M. Carroll and J. Divers 

Academy Night In Pictures... 
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