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There have been many things 

to celebrate since the last 

newsletter. There are always 

mixed emotions as we 

approach the end of an 

academic year, as we all reflect 

on our year of “celebrating 

together”.  

It was so good to see so many 

parents attending the Leaver’s 

Service for our Upper Six 

students. We were all grateful 

that they had been able to 

complete their final year without 

the COVID-19 interruptions of 

the previous two years.  

Our junior sportsmen continued 

to excel with the U14, U15 and 

U16 basketball teams all 

reaching the final stages of 

recently held tournaments. The 

U15’s did particularly well by 

winning the Tournament at St 

John’s College and our U16 

Team went down by a single 

point in the final of our own 

tournament. Thank you to the 

parents who supported this 

tournament. Our junior 

cricketers also performed very 

well at the Lomagundi 

Tournament, placing fourth 

overall. 

Our Upper Six students held 

their Leavers Dance on the 18
th
 

November, celebrating the 

completion of their 

examinations as well as their 

last time together at the school.  

Our L6 students embarked their 

Leadership and retreat camp in 

the eastern Highlands on the 

Neptune’s Lawn (also referred to 
as the Prefect’s Lawn) 

Recent generations of pupils, as well as 
younger Old Georgian’s will have learned 
that Neptune’s Lawn is so called because 
there was once a large pond there with a 
statue of the mythical Roman Sea God, 
Neptune, seated on an island in the middle 
of it.  They may also have heard rumours 

about some of the traditions associated 
with the pond, so here are the facts... 
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20
th
 November. On their return they continued their 

Leadership and Service Project programme at school. 

This continues the tradition of students in Jesuit schools 

being involved in life-long learning based on authentic 

encounters whilst at school. 

 

The SDC organized braii 

was a big success on 

Saturday 26
th
 November. 

The weather was kind to us 

and it was so inspiring 

seeing so many St George’s 

parents gathered together in 

family groups and again 

“celebrating together”. 

Thank you to all parents 

who supported this function. 

 

We held our traditional 

Advent Carol Service on 

Sunday 27th and again it was so good to see a number of 

College families present at what was a meaningful and 

prayerful start to the season of Advent and the true 

meaning of Christmas. 

 

As we approach the end of the term and school year with 

our intensive sports programme, let us reflect on a year 

of great achievements 

as a school 

community.  

 

We hope that you are 

looking forward to a 

wonderful Christmas 

with your family and 

loved ones. 

 

Wishing the entire 
College Community a 
blessed and happy 
Christmas. 

PREFECTS DINNER... 
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Neptune’s Lawn (also referred to as the Prefect’s Lawn) 

Recent generations of pupils, as well as 

younger Old Georgian’s will have learned 

that Neptune’s Lawn is so called because 

there was once a large pond there with a 

statue of the mythical Roman Sea God, 

Neptune, seated on an island in the middle 

of it.  They may also have heard rumours 

about some of the traditions associated 

with the pond, so here are the facts. 

When the College relocated to the 

Hartmann Hill site in 1927, there was no 

ready supply of piped municipal water, 

despite the existence of the town’s main water tanks right next door where Hartmann House is now 

situated.  So, with only two good wells on the property, water was precious and every effort was made to 

conserve it.  Accordingly, in 1929 a large elliptical pond was constructed in front of the original classroom 

block, partly for decoration, but also to collect rainwater from the roofs of the classrooms in order to 

irrigate the playing fields.   

To make the pond more decorative, and perhaps with an eye to possible future 

traditions, a statue of Neptune was added in the middle, seated upon a raised rock 

platform.  Hand crafted in cement without the use of a mould by a 

Yugoslav builder named Lucitz, it depicted a rather fierce looking 

Neptune, clutching a trident in one hand and an anchor in the 

other.  A year earlier the same man had also crafted the gargoyles 

that decorated the arches of the changing area at the western end of 

the original College swimming pool.  When that pool was 

demolished in 1969, the gargoyles were preserved and were later 

incorporated into the walls of the foyer of the Bulawayo Wing 

when it was built on the site of the old pool in 1983. 

 

Unfortunately, given its method of construction, as well as 

prolonged exposure to the elements, the statue didn’t last and 

by the mid-1960s had become an eyesore.  On 26 August 1966 

it was removed from its island and given a secret burial.  A 

contributing factor to its deterioration was a tradition that had 

developed in the early 1950s whereby the Prefects were 

allowed once a year after their annual dinner to dress up 

Neptune to represent some well-known personality.  On one 

occasion he was decked out to represent Winston Churchill, 

complete with cigar, trilby hat, and a caption hung on the statue 

that read, ‘He never passed matric, why should we?’ On another occasion the statue was smeared with 

black paint to look like Al Jolson, the black and white minstrel singer, and it took months for Neptune to be 

restored to his original concrete-coloured self!   

Neptune’s statue being crafted in the middle of the pond, 1929 

Neptune, complete with trident 
and anchor, mid 1930’s 

A Lucitz gargoyle 

Neptune, early 1930’s 
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In 1955 the Prefects took advantage of their 

privilege to tease the legendary Fr. Tommy 

Crehan who, in addition to running the library, 

taught literature to the 6th Form.  That year he 

had made the mistake of teaching them 

Shakespeare’s ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ 

instead of ‘The 

Tempest’, resulting in 

Neptune being 

adorned with notices 

like ‘Wot, no 

Tempest’ and ‘Midsummer Nightmare!’.  Fortunately, Fr. Crehan took the teasing 

in good spirit and his 6th Form pupils didn’t suffer in their exams, but he was said 

to have taken a back way to his classroom for several days after, whereas his 

normal route would have been along the edge of the parapet adjacent to the pond.  

A chain smoker who rolled his own cigarettes, it was Tommy Crehan’s habit to 

flick his cigarette butts into the pond as he passed and his students tended to judge 

his mood for the day by whether or not he succeeded!  

One of the less Christian traditions associated with 

Neptune’s Pond involved students occasionally 

being dumped into it, clothes and all, by the Prefect 

body because they were judged to have brought the 

College into disrepute.  Fortunately, this barbaric 

ritual, usually carried out in the presence of the 

entire student body gathered in complete silence 

along the edge of the parapet, was banned by the 

then Rector, Fr. Michael O’Halloran, in the late 

1970’s. 

Following the removal of the statue, Neptune’s Pond 

lost much of its significance for succeeding 

generations, and, having sprung several leaks and become rather unsightly, it was dismantled in 1995 and 

the foundations planted over with grass instead – hence the term, Neptune’s Lawn.   

Neptune decorated by the Prefects, 1955 

Fr. Tommy Crehan gauging the distance 

in the pond 

A humiliating 

tradition, c1969  

  U6 Leavers Service & Lunch 
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L6 Leadership Camp In Pictures 
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