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We welcomed back our L6 
students on the 2nd of February 
after completion of their Service 
Projects. These projects are 
part of our identity and the 
whole school will now support 
these students and the 
Agencies that they represent 
over coming weeks, as we 
embrace “men and women for 
and with others”. We held a L6 
Parents evening on the 13th 
February. Thank you for the 

sixty plus families who were 
represented. This number only 
reflected half of our parent 
compliment at L6. We also only 
received approximately a 50% 
response to the invite that was 
circulated. Let us hope that 
communication improves over 
the coming months. 

We were visited by an HMC 
accreditation team from the UK 
at the end of January. HMC is 
the Headmasters and 
Headmistresses Conference 
based in the UK. They 
represent 300 of the top 
independent schools in the UK 
and over fifty independent 

schools internationally. The 
team spent two days going 

through every aspect of school 
life at the College, from 
Administration, academic 

structures, to facilities and 
Public examination results. 
Their inspection was supported 
by over 800 pages of 
documentation. I am very 
pleased to announce that we 
now have full membership, 
subject to ratification. This is an 
international benchmark shared 

The Beit Hall Story – an outline 

In the early 1920s the Jesuits came to the 
reluctant conclusion that the limited size of the 

school site in the centre of Bulawayo would 
curtail the future growth of St. George’s.  

Another inhibiting factor was that the school 
playgrounds were located several blocks away.  
Accordingly, after much agonising, as well as 

some opposition from local Old Georgians, it 
was decided to move the whole school to 

Hartmann Hill which was located in open 
country just north of the then town of Salisbury.  

Work on the architectural drawings for the new 
school buildings on this 50-acre site by the 
architect, Fr. Alois Leboeuf, commenced in late 

1924, and included among them was one for a 
substantial school hall, now known as the 

Loyola Hall...   
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 HMC Accreditation Visit 

 U17 Basketball Team SA Tour  
 

Key Dates 

 Athletics NASH Inter-Districts - 3/3/23 

 Athletics Peterhouse Relays - 4/3/23 

 Athletics Inter-House Finals - 11/3/23 

 Form 1 & 2 Exams: 13/3/23 - 17/3/23 

 Athletics - St George’s Invitational  - 18/3/23 

 Athletics NASH Inter-Provincials - 22/3/23 

 Drama - Inter-House Competition: 23/3/23 
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 Public Speaking Inter-House Finals 28/3/23  

Mrs A Stangroom (Deputy Head Seniors) Addressing L6 Parents  

HMC Accreditation Team On Tour With College Prefects  
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Fr Joe  Arimoso (Rector) and Mr J Farrelly (Headmaster) Addressing L6 Parents 
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by only two other schools in Southern Africa, Peterhouse 
and Michaelhouse (SA). 

The College U17 Basketball Team performed 
commendably at the St Stithian’s Tournament in 
Johannesburg and as I write, the Cricket First XI are 
preparing to travel to SA to compete in the St Alban’s 
Cricket Festival. We wish them the very best of luck. 

Major events in the second half of the term include 
Interhouse Athletics on Saturday 11th March and St 
George’s Invitational Athletics on the 18th March. Both of 
these will be compulsory attendance for our students. 
Both events will also be alcohol free events and may I 
ask that all parents respect this requirement. 

John Farrelly 

Headmaster  

 The Beit Hall Story – an outline 

In the early 1920s the Jesuits came to the reluctant conclusion that the limited size of the school site in the centre of Bulawayo 

would curtail the future growth of St. George’s.  Another inhibiting factor was that the school playgrounds were located several 

blocks away.  Accordingly, after much agonising, as well as some opposition from local Old Georgians, it was decided to move 

the whole school to Hartmann Hill which was located in open 

country just north of the then town of Salisbury.  Work on the 

architectural drawings for the new school buildings on this 50-acre 

site by the architect, Fr. Alois Leboeuf, commenced in late 1924, 

and included among them was one for a substantial school hall, now 

known as the Loyola Hall.  When completed in March 1927, two 

months after the College re-opened its doors on the new site, the hall 

incorporated 

full stage 

production 

facilities, with 

change rooms 

on either side, and a large trap-door on the stage that allowed access to a 

props area below.  In front of the stage there was an orchestra enclosure, 

the ceiling was made of very decorative pressed tin, and there was also a 

large sloping seating gallery at the rear of the hall. So why was it that 

within a year the Jesuits became interested in building an even bigger hall? 
 

The simple answer is that, after a visit to the school in 1927 by Sir 

Henry Birchenough, a Beit Trustee, during which he made mention of 

the possibility of a grant of £6000 to build a bigger hall, the Jesuits 

were determined that St. George’s, too, should become a beneficiary.  

Birchenough had first come into contact with Fr. Barthelemy in 

Bulawayo, after being appointed a Director of the British South 

Africa Company (the country’s first administrators) in 1905, and he 

would appear to have developed a high regard for Barthelemy, as well 

as the educational endeavours of the Jesuits.  However, it wasn’t until 

December 1930, by which time the Trust had already funded Beit 

Halls for schools such as Milton, Plumtree and Prince Edward, that 

the Rector, Fr. Philip Beisley, wrote formally to Birchenough in his 

capacity as Chairman of the Beit Railway Trust in London, asking for a grant.   

Unfortunately, at the time, and for a couple of years after, Birchenough experienced several serious bouts of ill-health which 

rather impacted upon the Trust’s response to the application for a grant.  Initially, the Secretary to the Trust, a Mr. Hitchcock, 

wrote rather discouragingly that the grants, which had subsequently been increased to £7000, were being given to the principal 

Government Schools, and not to denominational schools like St. George’s.  In addition, he made it clear that there were already 

more applications for assistance than could be met by the Fund.  However, following an apparent intervention shortly thereafter 

by Birchenough, the Rector was informed by the Secretary that the College’s application would be recommended to the Board of 

Trustees and, if approved, works would start in early 1932.  In the meantime, the Rector was asked to provide a sketch plan of 

the intended site of the hall, as well as drawings to illustrate its proposed style.  In addition, Hitchcock made it clear that “the 

Trustees would require the Hall to be called ‘The Beit Hall’, and that its use would be confined to general school functions, and 

not for class rooms, dining hall, gymnasium, etc.”   

School Hall (now Loyola Hall), early 1927 

Stage and orchestra area, School Hall, late 1930s after conversion into a study 

Rear of School Hall, after conversion for study purposes, late 1930s 
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Then, despite Birchenough writing personally in August 1931 to assure the Rector that approval of the grant for a Beit Hall was 

all but a formality, there followed a delay of nearly 10 months during which a couple of developments occurred, one of which 

could have torpedoed the whole project.  During a visit to the College by the resident Beit Trustee, Sir J.G. McDonald, 

accompanied by an architect sent by the Trustees from London, as well as by Hitchcock, the latter caused some consternation 

when he informed the new Rector, Fr. B. Gurrin, that plans drawn up by a local architect, a Mr. Jaffray, had been rejected.  

Much taken aback, Gurrin wrote promptly to Birchenough, expressing his surprise at the reasons given – i.e. that proposed 

building was a ‘Miniature Queen’s Hall’ and that he “must realise what would be reverberations in the country and in England 

if Roman Catholics were to receive a better Beit Hall than other Schools.”  Gurrin went on to say he “was much disturbed by 

Mr. Hitchcock’s remark about the question of our Religious profession having anything to do with the attitude of the Trustees 

towards the School”.  In addition to protesting to Birchenough, the Rector, clearly an experienced diplomat, also consulted Sir 

Drummond Chaplin, a former Administrator of the country, as well as a Beit Trustee.  Chaplin undertook to speak to Hitchcock 

who then wrote to say that St. George’s would have a Beit Hall “worthy of its other buildings” and that Gurrin would hear from 

the Trustees by the end of October 1932. 

By the end of November, when there had still been no response from the Trustees, Fr. Gurrin again wrote direct to Birchenough, 

saying that he was doing so on Chaplin’s advice.  Birchenough’s response was immediate – “My dear Rector…I am indeed sorry 

that so much doubt and confusion should have arisen over your Beit Hall.  I will look into the question at once in order to 

expedite matters…You know my respect and affection for your community and the work of St. George’s College, so you may rest 

assured that no time will now be lost.  I hardly think it necessary to tell you that the question of ‘religious profession’ never 

enters into either the attitude of the decisions of the Trustees with regard to the various schools in Rhodesia.  The Trustees are 

concerned with the education and not with ‘religious profession’.”  

That reassurance notwithstanding, by mid-June 1933 the Rector was writing yet again to Birchenough to say that serious 

confusion had now arisen not only over the proposed location of the hall, but also its design.  Whereas Gurrin, accompanied by 

the College’s architect, thought it had been made clear to 

the Trust’s architect during his visit the previous year that 

the preferred site was on the small rocky promontory at the 

western end of the teaching wing, new outline drawings 

received from London showed it as an extension of the 

main Tower and administration wing and, on the same 

level.  Effectively, this would place the Beit Hall some 7.5 

metres above that of the existing teaching wing, thus 

potentially dwarfing it.  The Rector also made the point 

that, in the fullness of time, the Jesuits hoped to build a 

College Chapel in the space between the main wing and 

the classroom area.  He concluded by saying that, whereas 

the original proposed design of the hall by the College’s 

architect had been oval in shape so as to provide for better 

acoustics, as well as seating for up to 800, Mr. Jaffray had now produced new drawings for a rectangular building that would 

seat 570 people and would cost £7000.  Gurrin also remarked rather wryly that “such a change would avoid any appearance of 

pretentiousness which, judging from Mr. Hitchcock’s remarks, was also the cause of objections among the Trustees”. 

Sir Henry Birchenough’s response was immediate and positive: in a telegram dated 7 July he 

assured Fr. Gurrin that the Trustees would approve the College’s plans for the hall at a meeting 

on 10 July 1933, and apologised for the misunderstanding.   

Thereafter, correspondence on file in the 

College Archives relates to the 

practicalities of the building, as well as to 

who was to be invited to lay the foundation 

stone, and, later, open the new Hall.  Given 

his unrelenting backing for the College’s 

bid to have a Beit Hall, the College 

authorities were keen to have Sir Henry 

Birchenough officiate over one of them at least, but 

his continued ill-health prevented that.  Instead, the foundation stone was 

laid on 18 April 1934 by the Governor, Sir Cecil Rodwell, and the 

HEADS-UP!  
February 2023 - Volume 6: Issue 2 

Beit Hall extension from main building, as proposed by London architect, 1933 

Birchenough’s reassuring 

telegram to Rector, July 1933 

Construction of the Beit Hall in 1934  
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completed Hall was opened less than a year later on 18 

February 1935 by his successor, Sir Herbert Stanley.  Both 

occasions were well attended by local and national dignitaries, 

including the Prime Minister, Godfrey Huggins, at the latter.  

Attending quietly in the background was also the site foreman 

and principal builder and carpenter, Br. John Conway SJ, 

assisted by Br. John Göll SJ, without whose services, freely 

given, such a large hall could not have been built so expertly, 

and within the Beit Trust’s budget of £7000. 

In recent decades, of course, the College’s pupil numbers have 

been such that the Beit Hall is too small for school assemblies 

and prize-giving’s, but it remains a focal point for drama and 

other cultural and social events, as well as being the main 

examinations venue.  

John McCarthy 

SGC Archivist 
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Laying of Beit Hall foundation stone, April 

1934 – front from left, Br. Conway, Mr. 
Jaffrey, Fr. Gurrin, Sir Cecil Rodwell 

Tea Party below Tower 

building to celebrate 
Beit Hall opening, 

February 1935 

 


