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O  T  T  T  Y 

Now that we are firmly into the winter term and 

looking forward to a busy sporting schedule across a 

variety of disciplines, one of the biggest encounters 

will be the 1st XV game against Prince Edward (PE) 

on 22 July.  Billed as OGôs Unite Day, it is hoped 

that, among the throng of spectators, will be Old 

Georgians gathered from around the world to 

celebrate, rather belatedly, the Collegeôs 125th 

Anniversary.  As a sport, however, Rugby has only 

been played since 1927 when College relocated to 

Harare, and our first victory against PE, once 

traditionally our greatest rival, wasnôt until 1935!   

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ оύ 

  ô   SGC @ 125 Years 
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R   S . Gô  ï       

Now that we are firmly into the winter term and looking forward to a busy sporting schedule across a variety of disciplines, one 

of the biggest encounters will be the 1st XV game against Prince Edward (PE) on 22 July.  Billed as OGôs Unite Day, it is hoped 

that, among the throng of spectators, will be Old Georgians gathered from around the world to celebrate, rather belatedly, the 

Collegeôs 125th Anniversary.  As a sport, however, Rugby has only been played since 1927 when College relocated to Harare, 

and our first victory against PE, once traditionally our greatest rival, wasnôt until 1935!  In all there have been around 170 1st 

team games played between the two great rugby schools, with PE known to have won 100, while another 10 were drawn! 

Comparisons are said to be odious, but I thought it might be of interest nevertheless to highlight 10 of the most successful 

College teams of the past, based on results achieved within their year, starting with the side of 1938.  Doubtless, such a focus 

will also provoke some heated debate among OGS as to my choice, but I hasten to point out that this article in no way suggests 

that these were the 10 best ever College Rugby sides!   

Whilst the 1938 side might have included some of the most fearless tacklers - they wouldnôt have dared to be otherwise under 

the unforgiving eye of the legendary Fr. Weaver - they wouldnôt 

have had a clue how to ólift in the lineoutô and would have been 

totally outclassed in that department by todayôs teams.  In earlier 

days also, scrum-halves had to dive-pass in order to avoid being 

scragged by opposing flankers ófringingô around the scrum, and 

their óput-insô to the scrum had to be dead straight, rather than 

angled behind the heels of their own hooker!  Not only have the 

rules changed enormously over the years, but so has the kit ï 

smooth leather balls replaced by hard-to-drop rubberized balls with 

tiny little bobbles to facilitate handling; heavy ankle-height leather 

lace-up boots with reinforced toe-caps and metal studs replaced by 

light-weight synthetic fibre slip-on boots with regulated studs; 

thick, easy-to-grab cotton rugby jerseys, replaced by close fitting 

slick nylon jerseys covered in advertising, under which shoulder 

and chest padding is often worn.  And, as for the thick green 

playing surfaces taken for granted by the teams of today, older 

generations had to endure fields that werenôt nearly as lush, ending the season invariably with scabs on elbows, knees, and, in the 

case of diving scrum-halves, noses too!  

Since there were relatively few rugby playing schools in 1938, out of the 12 games played by the 1st XV, six were against adult 

club sides, with only one defeat.  During the six school games, two of which were against PE, the College try-line was never 

crossed!  Of the 1938 squad, 15 boys went on to serve in the World War 

that started a year later ï 7 in the Royal Air Force, and 8 in various army 

units. Nearly all of them became officers, 3 were killed on active service, 

and two were awarded the Military Cross for gallantry. 

The 1949 team were unbeaten in 9 games, one of which was against a 

touring Rondebosch Boyôs High School.  A team of all-rounders, several 

also earned Cricket Colours and, one of them, Godfrey óGoofyô Lawrence, 

went on to play cricket for the Springboks (nowadays known as the 

Proteas).  Now aged 91 and living in Brisbane, as far as is known óGoofyô 

is the only surviving member of that team. 

Playing against all of the major schools, most of which in those days were twice 

the size of St. Georgeôs in terms of pupil numbers, the side of 1966 was 

defeated only once in 13 matches ï by 5 points against Umtali Boyôs High on 

Weaver Field.  Of the players in the accompanying photo, 10 are still with us, 

with several still taking an active interest in the affairs of the College.  One of 

them, Rob Berry, played both Craven Week Rugby and Nuffield Schools 
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Cricket for two years running. He was also selected for the SA Schools XI. 

As for my selection of outstanding teams for the balance of the period, based on the statistics, the following sides were particularly 

successful ï 1978 (8 wins/2 losses); 1979 (14/3); 1983* (8/2); 1986 (13/2); 1989* (11/2/1 draw); 1998 (8/2); and 2013 (7/1).  

Doubtless, as already alluded to, there will be Old Georgians who will challenge my selection, and will argue the numbers, so I 

would mention the following additional criteria that I used.  Increasingly, from the late 1970s onwards, more games were played 

each season than was the case in earlier years, because more and more sides went on tours, in some years overseas.  In addition, 

there were pre-season festivals arranged under differing titles and sponsors.  For the purposes of this review, I have ignored the 

results from these, and have focused only on games played during the winter term. 

*Team photos unavailable at time of publication.          John McCarthy 

SGC ArchivistÑ  
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/Φ wƻōŜǊǘǎΣ {Φ 9ƭƭƛƻǧΦ  

мǎǘ ·± мффу - .ŀŎƪ ǊƻǿΤ aΦ YŀƴƎŀƛΣ DΦ aŀǇǳǘǎŜƴƛΣ ¢Φ aƘƻƴȅŜǊŀΣ YΦ YǊŜǘȊƳŀƴΣ ¢Φ .ŜƴŘƛǘƻΣ  
tΦ ½ƛŜǘǎƳŀƴΣ .Φ wƛŎƪŀǊŘǎΣ aΦ ¦ǎƘŜǿƻƪǳƴȊŜΣ .Φ ¢ǳƴŘǳǿŀƴƛΣ WΦ /ƘƛƪǳǿŀΦ CǊƻƴǘ ǊƻǿΥ .Φ ½ŀƪŜȅƻΣ  
wΦ aŀǊǎƘŀƭƭΣ {Φ bȅŀƪǳƴƛƪŀΣ .Φ aǳǊǇƘȅ 9ǎǉΦΣ 5Φ aǳǊǇƘȅΣ .Φ {ǘŜȅƴΣ WΦ aƻǊƭŜȅ 9ǎǉΦΣ ²Φ /ƘŀǧŜǊƧŜŜΣ  
/Φ ¢ŀƪŀǿƛǊŀΦ  

мǎǘ ·± нлмо - .ŀŎƪ ǊƻǿΥ ¢Φ aŀȊƻǊƻŘȊŜΣ !Φ .ǊǳŎŜΣ bΦ ½ƛƴȅŀƳŀΣ ¢Φ /ƘƛǊƛƪǳǊŜΣ /Φ bȅŀƪǳŘȅŀΣ  
¢Φ aǳǘŀǘŀƎǳǘŀΣ ¢Φ YǳŦŀȊǾƛƴŜƛΦ aƛŘŘƭŜ ǊƻǿΥ CΦ aōŀȅƛǿŀΣ ¢Φ aŀǇŦǳƳƻΣ {Φ wŀǎƘŀƛΣ [Φ 
bƎǿŜƴȅŀΣ 5Φ bȅŀƳǳƎŀƳŀΣ ¢Φ aŀƪǳƳōƛƴŘŜΣ YΦ /ƘƛǎŀƴƎƻΣ CΦ aƻȅƻΦ CǊƻƴǘ ǊƻǿΥ ¢ΦaǳƧŜƴƛΣ 
WΦ aǳǘǳƪǿŀΣ .Φ .ǊƛŘŜǊ 9ǎǉΦΣ aΦ aŀǎƘŀȅŀΣ DΦ aǳǊŀƳōƛǿŀ 9ǎǉΦΣ LΦ .ŀǿŘŜƴΣ ¢Φ ¢ŀƴŘŜΦ  


