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Students wearing colourful headbands in support 
of Island Hospice & Healthcare.

What a busy month July has 
been so far. The NIAA 

Speech and Drama 
competition ran from the 
last week in June through 
to the Honours Concert 
on the 12th of this month. 
Congratulations to all our 

students who competed. 
Fifty-nine were awarded 

either Merit, Distinction or Honours. 
Our students also won four of the 
trophies awarded at the Honours 
Concert.

Congratulations also must go to our 
Senior Debate Team, who won the CBZ 
National Debating Competition. 
Fourteen of our students, sat their 
London College of Music examinations 
at the beginning of July. 
Congratulations to all, especially the six 
musicians who achieved Distinctions.
Our Winter sports programme has been 
very successful so far. Our Senior Boys 
Football team is currently placed well 
in the local school’s league and recently 
finished as runners-up in the 
ATS/CHISZ Tournament. Our U14 and 
U15 Teams came away with the 
National CHISZ/ATS Trophies over the 
weekend of the 12th.

Our Senior Boys Hockey team is
currently placed third in the “Super 
Twelve” league. Our Rugby teams have 
been doing well and we wish them 
success on their final fixture against 
Peterhouse. The Zimbabwe U18 squad 
of 23 players who recently competed in 
South Africa, contained nine College 
players including the Captain, Iphile 
Chigiji. National representation was 
also achieved in Athletics (female), 
Volleyball, Squash and Hockey.

Our Girls Basketball and Hockey 
Teams are performing exceptionally 
well, with five girls playing for a Harare 
provincial side and five others making 
the ATS National Select Basketball 
Team.

Our teams also performed well at the 
Peterhouse 7's tournament, winning 
five out of the eight finals and finishing 
second overall.
Our community engagement has been 
very active this year. I take this 
opportunity to congratulate both 
students and parents for making our 
“Winter Warmer” campaign such a 
success, collecting blankets and warm 
clothes for those in need. We also had a 
sponsored day for KidzCan and Island 
Hospice. The Red Chair Campaign has 
raised sufficient funds to allow 
seventy-one students to attend various 
schools who would not ordinarily have 
been able to do so.
Men and Women for and with others.
There continues to be a lot of 
construction and refurbishment around 
the College. This includes the new girl’s 
changing rooms and toilets at the north 
side of the swimming pool area. The 
work on the new Sports Centre and 
Tuck shop continues. Work will 
commence during the holidays on the 
refurbishment of a new Art Studio in 
readiness for the introduction of a new 
Graphic Design Advanced Level in 
January 2026.
I know that the whole school 
community is appreciative of these 
developments and looks forward to 
their completion in December.

Mr John Farrelly
(Headmaster)

NIAA Speech and Drama competition performers
posing for a collective group photo.

Our U14 A Football Team celebrating their 
tournament victory. 

Hayley Chingono, representing Zimbabwe 
Athletics in Namibia. 

Action shot from our Girls' Basketball vs 
Watershed College.

ATS National Select Basketball.
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KidzCan Fundraiser: Leo & Interact Clubs.
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The History of 
Soccer and 
Hockey at 
St George’s.



Despite the fact that both Rugby and Soccer each have 120 boys signed up to play at Open 
Age level at St. George’s, the latter sport, together with Hockey (only 56), doesn’t attract the 
same hype, the same passion, the same crowd frenzy that Rugby does. Why is this? This 
article takes a brief look at the reasons behind that phenomenon and, in the process, will also 
touch on the early history of the other two major winter sports.   

As has been mentioned in previous articles, 
Rugby was banned as a sport in the early 
days of St George’s in Bulawayo by the 
founder, Fr. Barthelemy, and Soccer was the 
primary winter sport. In that regard, and 
because the other two early local schools in 
Matabeleland – Plumtree and Milton , played 
only rugby, its Soccer teams played against
adult sides and generally acquitted 
themselves quite well.  

Following the relocation to Harare, not only did Soccer cease to be played as a sport at the 
College, but it didn’t re-emerge until 1970, and then only as a Club. The extent to which 
Rugby remained the primary winter sport thereafter is amply shown by an official notice put 
up by the Games Master two years earlier which, as may be seen in the adjacent illustration, 
implied that boys could only opt to play Hockey if they were medically excused, or were 
unable to hold a place in one of the Rugby sides! Soccer wasn’t even mentioned and, at that

time, Saints fielded six Rugby teams in the Open age group. 

In the first actual report on the Soccer Club in the 1972 
Chronicle, its teacher-in-charge, Mr. Tommy Ballantyne – 
himself a fine all-round sportsman, remarked that the Club 
had become firmly established that year, and that the late 
Peter Chingoka (O.G.’72) had been key to the laying of the 
Club’s solid foundations. Up to that point, the Club had 
played only 8 friendly games in all since 1970 against four 
schools - Prince Edward, Churchill, St John’s (Emerald 
Hill) and Lord Malvern, and remained unbeaten. At the 
time, while many of the bumps and ridges on the College 
Soccer field had been ironed out, it still had a marked slope, 
as well as other peculiarities. In his 1972 Chronicle report 
Tommy remarked rather pointedly that, “It was the same old 

An extract from a history of Milton School contained in a book entitled “Some renowned Rhodesian Senior 1

Schools”, reads – “The playing-fields …left much to be desired in those early days. Water was scarce in 
Bulawayo and …consequently there was no grass on the rugby pitches and an Old Boy recalls that ’after rugby, 
the nurse-matron was fully occupied in attending to the wounds of the players due to the hardness of the 
ground’.”

St George’s Soccer XI, Uppington Cup Winners, 1925.
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problem … with the Soccer Club, i.e. trying to field regular sides with members committed to 
other sports practices at crucial times.”  

Soccer remained what was termed a non-colour Club sport until 1978 when it was granted 
major sports status, and Soccer 
Colours were awarded to Tham 
Mpofu, 1st XI captain, and Charles 
Nhapi. 

Turning to Hockey, it started two 
y e a r s e a r l i e r , w i t h To m m y 
Ballantyne also acting as a major 
facilitator. 26 boys from across the 
age groups turned out for the first 
practice in May 1968, but the key 
instigators among them were 
Nicholas Holshausen, Stuart Blackie, 
and Jay Patel. Over the next couple of years, while 
Hockey gained slowly in popularity, and skills were developed with help from the likes of Mr 

Bruce Grace (OG’48), and two Old 
Aidanites on the staff, Fr. Bernard 
Brewer and Mr Paul Nicholl, the 1st

XI played its games against mostly 2nd  
and 3rd teams from local government 
schools. Through this period the team 
w a s v e r y a b l y c a p t a i n e d b y 
Holshausen, with Patel as his deputy, 
and they were rewarded for their 
efforts when, in 1971, Hockey was 
formally recognised as a major sport 
and the pair were awarded the first full 
Colours for the sport. In that year, 
also, the 1st XI played only the first 

teams of other schools and were able to hold their own. 
Turning to other possible reasons for Soccer and Hockey lagging behind in the popularity 
stakes, in the opinion of the writer these might include the fact that the long-standing ‘Rugby 
on Weaver’ tradition is just very hard to beat. Most young College boys probably dream of 
being able one day to run down the tunnel wearing the red and white hooped jersey in front 
of an enthusiastic crowd, and we’ve had instances in the past where very promising Soccer 
players at Saints have been known to switch to Rugby in their final years to be part of that 
tradition. From a Hockey perspective, and looking to the future, the installation of an astro-
turf pitch would attract additional players, as well as spectators, more especially now that 
there will be more girls coming into the school and wanting to take up the game.  

Soccer XI, 1978. T. Mpofu Capt., front 3rd from left; C. Nhapi, left rear.

Hockey XI, 1968 – from left J Patel, N. Holshausen, T. Ballantyne Esq, S. Blackie.
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On a final note, it is intended, in the fullness of time, to write up proper histories of both 
Soccer and Hockey at the College, together with some statistics.

Mr John McCarthy
College Archivist
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